MSatiri

culture - connections - global style

4 '-'_:':-l-"l
.r", - -
V/ -
A o 1;:._'. .
_ aeE TAS
. 12 J".:..F\E’:Ili{'-]'fl"“i Of

| = TV A & 'f\."'ﬁ}-'-

- i

SR A N
WTRAVEL GUIDE TO
JFOUR NEW DESTINATION

I BUSINESS HOTLIST |
+ FIND OUT WHO'S WHO
i IN AFRICAN BUSINESS TODAY

DIGITAL DECADE
INNOVATIONS THAT

1 CHANGED OUR LIVES

KENYA GOLD
THE COUNTRY, THE PEOPLE

SECTION FRANCAISE
PAGE 177



®
3
7
o
=
=1

ACCOMMODATION

Ite Tribe Hotel sits strategically or

doe of avalley at Gigiri, near

Mairobi's giant United Nanon
COmplex - o fthe bigeest in
AN itd many of the ciny'’s
embassies. One special fearun
af this handy hideaway s that i
packed wath the finestars at
rafts, cleverly sourced from all over the continen
The Tribe has
bt e notel I"'li':'l|i'.'l.':"= ned for me |=|. :'_u'l||-| i
“':“"f:."' M ark SOMmen as wmaller hoel
than 150 rooms, which is design- and style
He mi

it have added that its compact size enab

the hotel 1o effer a rato of three stafi to each puest
lacing the focus onan ex
y. It enables Somen 1o Know and
Puests Dy marme

A third aeneration K
Iribe from MNew York, where he had spent 20 years

East Afmica, with regular concers, exnibinons, ar

ind poetry readings: Fumire events are o include a

Dante Terrell Smith-Bey) whom many regard a

mp-hops most &XCITIne arnsies
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the distincrion of bemng Kenya s nirst
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eptional level of comfort and

by the US musician, poet and MC Maos Def (real name

IN TOWN

There are some
42 tribes in
Kenya, or so the

textbooks tell us.

But now they’ll
have to add
one more, for
joining the list
is Tribe, beating
the drum for
style, art and

luxury at Kenya's

first boutique
hotel. Shamira
Mohamed
reports

SOMEen and

maoney for lecal charines, including a 13 shor

September 2008, 115 134 rooms and

bl s e Fabvpnir (P ST R
Highly conscioLs of tNeir role i

1% team have also held evenis (o ralsEe

gsperately needed LISSs000 foran HIV

pushtinad
111 gt ey
Mlt Iy the Tnil " I Imter
e a Al i Tl h I on e

three luxunous
a home-from-home o internanonal
nd Whclef Jean, while closer to home
s and Wahu have been

uests. Royalty, toe, has put the 1 nbe o 11

hedule. A Thal princess s1 wved there last yvear, while
THOTE T Crown Prince of the Netherland
Ty sceplional service. And as lor Amencan
T one recent ouest wais the miece of forimer

sident George VY Bush

SHOWCASE FOR AYRICA

I'mbe so differer



Fine paintings by Kenyan
artists adorn the walls of the
Tribe: two market scenes by

Robert Aswani; an untitled

obstract by Zacharia Mbuthia;

and Wash Day by Aswani

THE ATRIUM,
WITH ITS TIERS
OF GALLERIES,
SERVES AS A
PERFECT SETTING
FOR ARTS EVENTS
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ACCOMMODATION

LUS%150,000 o STUNNING INETPTELATIONS O 50Mme ol
the finest tribal art 1o be found anywhere in the world
iri the lobbies, roems, restaurants and lounges there
{5 always something bewitching 1o carch the eye

everyth

1¢ beaut 1fully lit and |I||.=w11|~.'.| i senes alter
series of imaginative displays

Of course Fara had a head start. She owns Kalabash,
Market

sdjoining the hotel, one of Nairobi's most popular

a smart design and interiors shop in the Villag

x|'_.'.;'|'|1|r'.:|.lI centres. By Inspining her network of !-llf,"||||L'1:-
with the opportunity to have works in the city's newes:
hotel, she ensured she had the pick of the best arwork
Africa could offer

wWith ammifacts from Cameroon and the Ivairy Coast
in the West, through Kenya and Rwanda in the Eastand
dewn 1o South Africa, Fara has turned the Tribe into
averitable treasure trove. Her keen eye coupled with
meticulous strention o detail lias séen many guests

asking to buy some of the choice pieces of an that grace

their rooms. If it can, the Tnbe obliges, and gy
away a timeless memory of their stay

The Tribe's architect - Mehraz Ehsani, another

member of this talented Iranian family - designed the

yotel around the axis of a central

:|,>-.-_|~-:11I-*u|u.l.|1! g
atrmam almos: soft h'-_Eh The arrium, with its tiers of
palleries; serves as a perfecrsettng [or ansevents,
which recently included a concert by the violinist
Eugenia Choi of the New York Philharmonic, and a
alk

for the occasion. It incudes several superb works.

spectacular fashion showonac vl especially

A,

including a jyw-dropping throne from Sonth

and a beautifully displayved collection of 15 calabashes

decorated with leather and beadwork, each shown m its

owri iche i the narural ston

rall that runs the heighs

of the lobby. Also displayed are several bronzes from

Cameroon and Benin and nwo magnificent Kota figures

Frorm the DRC

THOSE EXTRA TOUCHES

Each standard room in this designer hotel boasts beds

with zoo-thread count linen and the latest glassed-in
The

near and stylish touch. Behind the beds, three Sudanese

< hic

-\,._|'..h||_|‘1!|'_.|||_'.' 15 l\.ll'{"” (K] room

figures of alloy and ebony stand sentinel, while a variery

of arrworks decorate the desks and shelves, They inclhade

Mamii fertility dolls from Cameroon and lovely bt
|!'-|

praug

d fervres from that country's prasslands, cleverly

her for effect '-||p|.'||l|l,'|'.|.'i.~||1.'|| OTONEeS

from Cameroon and Bemmn, made by the are perdue, or
lost wax, process are another popular placemem

In the three stylish suites, arr takes centre stag

i ficent Guru antelope masks. agam from the ivory

Coast, and a selection of richly decorated rradinional

extiles. Nor has East Africa been forgotten, with a

TOP: Tastefully done

Art buyer Fara Ehsani
ABOVE: Skilliully done
General mansger Mk
Sommen RIGHT: Beautifully
done = A melalwork pandd
by noted Kenyan sculplor
Irene Wanjiku, beneath a
bench by Juta Wilhelm that
greots visitors to the Tribe

FURTHER
FORNMATION
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www.iribe-hotel.com

number of Kenyan painters and sculptors represented

Notable isa richly decorated panel in metal repousse by

Irene Wanjiku, one of the country's best-known arusts
In the Bo-seater Epic restaurant are archers wrist

guards from Rwanda, maore bronzes and a del

selection of handmade vessels by Kenyan potiers -
feast for the eves as well as the body ||'|I~"||E'_|I|‘-I!'. the
hotel - and particularly around reception and the
arrim - are stools, chairs and benches by Juta Wilhelm
who works in the capital creating bold statements in

blocks of wood and steel

JOINING THE TRIBE

The OWTEeTs ATe THowW r_1k||'|-_‘:'|‘:|1'|| showease hotel

even higher up the scale by developing their concept

nte a new and excining chain of hospitality outlers
throughout Kenya, Next on the list are more hotels

possibly next to the white sandy beaches and the

sparkling Indian Ocean, at Diant on the South Coast
| y

plis perhaps a hotel near Jomo Kenyatta Intermational

AiTport; a convenient stopping off point forg

on the move. Plans ||.-.1i~.'-|u'|r:-3.'_ prepared [ora Iribee

= in the Masai Mara, Kenya's premier game reseéne
wMeanwhile Mark Somen and his ream are working

24,7 on special projects, including a new gym, a spa and

1 three-floor conference centre. And you can be sure il
each will contain more world-class pieces of Afmcan art
The Tribe team is determined not only 1o make their

hatel the favourite destination of discerning travellers

to Kenyva, but alsa 1o ensure it becomes an inpéractve

and exciting centre for the arts. And driving

slwavs is that passion for sarvice and standards that has

already got the whole Tribe dang



A exciting collection of
Kisii soapstone sculptures
snd viessels by Peter
Kenyanya Owendo on
display in the Tribe's
keynote Epic restaurant

WITH ARTIFACTS FROM CAMEROON AND THE IVORY

COAST [N THE WEST, THROUGH KENYA AND RWANDA I
THE EAST AND DOWN TO SOUTH AFRICA, THE TRIBE HAS
BEEN TURNED INTO A VERITABLE TREASURE TROVE

NI
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